202                     THE    NAZIS    AT    WAR
stick to Hitler rather than to the Reichswehr if ever a
clash comes between Nazi Party and Army.
One can, of course, only draw one's own conclusions
about the real attitude of the Generals towards Hitler,
Hitler himself does not trust them implicitly.
As usual when Hitler is not sure of something, he
has ordered Himmler to provide a safety valve.
To strike a balance against any unreliable generals.
Hitler has tried, through Himmler, to nazify the Reichs-
wehr from below. He has sought to increase the hold
of the Party over the Army. The old method of infiltra-
tion was chosen, and after careful selection by Himmler's
agents, trustworthy Nazi officers were promoted to higher
and higher ranks. They had superseded hundreds of
fellow officers wrhose political records were doubtful.
At the same time Himmler has provided a Nazi
instrument inside the Army which enables him to test
the spirit of men and officers at any time, and makes
it difficult for non-Nazi officers to shield their non-Nazi
subordinates. Himmler has established a sort of General
Staff of the Gestapo inside the Reichswehr's officers'
corps.
It is necessary to look back into Germany's mili-
tary history to understand the full importance of this
move. The General Staff is a French invention, but it
was developed and expanded in the German Army.
There was a time when staff officers, attached to
military units for the purpose of co-ordinating army
activities in the field, received their orders from the
General Staff and passed them on to the troops without
even taking the commanding officers of the units into
their confidence. On the other hand, they reported back .
to the General Staff without asking the commanding
officers' opinions.